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"Strictly speaking, geisha -are classified accord-
ing to their earnings/' continued Mr. Kubo.
According to this method there are six classi-
fications : ]imaey or geisha who are also owners
of geisha houses; woks* or geisha who divide
their earnings on a half and half basis with the
house owner; ShicKsan, who divide their profits
on a seven-three basis with three-tenths going
to the geisha; Shiburokubu> who divide their earn-
ing with the house master on a four-six basis with
four-tenths going to the geisha; marugakaey who
must give all their income to the owner of the
ffisba house and receive money from the master
in proportion to their debts; and lastly, k&mbankari*
or gkls who have not contracted with any special
house but who pay a certain sum of money to a
house for the use of its name. Usually the latter
pay about 100 yen a month to first class houses
and fifty yen to second ckss ones. Another me-
thod is to divide the income with the house owner
on a three-seven basis with seven-tenths going to
the geisha, Kambankari are quite free to terminate
their relations with a house at any time.
Most of the Shimbashi geisha* unless they are
novices, are wake, according to Mr. Kubo,
who added that each house makes its own
arrangements, however. "Most of our girls be-